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WATER DISTRICT

Central Weld County Water District prevails in court ruling against Town of Firestone’s
injunction related to billing dispute

GREELEY, Colo. (Sept. 8, 2025) — The Weld County District Court has denied the Town of
Firestone’s request for a preliminary injunction related to an ongoing water billing dispute
between the Central Weld County Water District (CWCWD) and the Town.

The Town of Firestone had sought a preliminary injunction asking the Court to stop
CWCWD from exercising its contractual rights, claiming that the District was threatening to
shut off water to Firestone residents over a “minor billing disagreement.” However, after a
two-day hearing in August of 2025 and a review of extensive testimony and supporting
documents, the Court found that the Town created the problem itself by unilaterally
refusing to pay its full water invoices. The Court also noted that the Town could avoid any
disruption in water service by simply continuing to pay its bills as they have been doing
since 2010.

In aruling issued on Sept. 5, 2025, District Court Judge Kimberly Schutt found that the
Town of Firestone failed to meet any of the six legal criteria required for injunctive relief. The
Court also proceeded to lift the temporary restraining order that had been in place since
June 2025, preventing the District from stopping service or reducing pressure levels, for
non-payment of the Town’s full water bills.

In her ruling, Judge Schutt described Firestone’s claims as misleading, stating the Town’s
actions were akin to “the proverbial boy who cried ‘wolf,” seeking emergency court
protection from a situation of its own making.

The dispute centers around how CWCWD has billed the Town for water service under a
longstanding agreement established in 1974. In 2009, CWCWD notified wholesale
customers, including the Town of Firestone, of changes to its rate calculation method,
which took effect in 2010. The Town of Firestone accepted the changes and paid under the
updated structure for 15 years without issue.

That changed in February 2025, when the Town unilaterally began withholding a portion of
its payments — totaling $323,447.36 outstanding as of Sept. 1, 2025, arguing that the billing
method was inconsistent with the original agreement. The Town then filed a lawsuit and
sought an injunction, claiming the District was threatening to shut off water service. The



Court found CWCWD’s billing practices were consistent with the established 1974
Agreement.

The Court also stated in the ruling that it “...finds very compelling the evidence that the
Town received clear notice of this rate change from the District in 2009 and has paid the
District consistent with the terms of the 2009 modification for more than 15 years. The
District has relied upon said payments to expand its infrastructure, provide maintenance to
its facilities and appurtenances, and deliver clean water to its retail and wholesale
customers in the Town and throughout the District. The Court finds very troubling that the
Town then unilaterally ceased paying its full water bill in February 2025, in the midst of
negotiations for a new contract with the District, and also finds troubling its
representations to the Court that the District was threatening to terminate water service
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over an alleged ‘relatively minor water dispute.

“We are very pleased with the Court’s thoughtful ruling, which confirms that we’ve acted in
good faith and in accordance with the 1974 Agreement,” CWCWD General Manager Stan
Linker said. “This decision validates our long-standing position and makes it clear this
dispute was an unnecessary situation of the Town’s own making. The legal process has
been both costly and disruptive for our District, diverting attention away from other
priorities. We have a responsibility to more than 60,000 residents across a 250-square-mile
service area and we need to remain focused on our mission. We look forward to moving
past this chapter and continuing to deliver safe, reliable water to the communities that
depend on us.”

In July of 2025, CWCWD initiated its own lawsuit against the Town of Firestone to recover
full payment for outstanding invoices related to monthly water service bills that the Town
has refused to pay in full, due to ongoing billing disputes. With the ruling, the Court will now
allow the District to treat the Town as it would any customer who has failed to pay its water
bill, with similar potential consequences.

In August 2025, CWCWD formally notified the Town of Firestone that it will cancel the
contract for water service effective Aug. 21, 2028, due to mounting challenges with the
Town’s current management and Board of Trustees, which have made the partnership
unworkable and financially unsustainable. Despite the recent court ruling in the District’s
favor, this decision remains in effect and reflects the District’s responsibility to protect the
long-term interests of all of the communities and retail customers it serves.

Additional background on CWCWD'’s efforts to resolve issues with the Town of Firestone is
available at www.CWCWD.com/Town-of-Firestone.

About Central Weld County Water District


http://www.cwcwd.com/Town-of-Firestone

Founded in 1965, Central Weld County Water District (CWCWD) provides safe, reliable and
high-quality drinking water to residents, businesses and agricultural users across 250
square miles of Weld County, Colorado. The District serves nine towns, more than 2,600
taps and approximately 64,000 people in Weld County through an extensive network of
pipelines, storage tanks and pumping stations. Guided by its commitment to efficiency,
fiscal responsibility and water resource stewardship, CWCWD delivers some of the most
affordable water rates in the region while maintaining compliance with all state and federal
water quality standards. The District is dedicated to planning for long-term water needs,
supporting community growth, and ensuring a sustainable water future for generations to
come. For more information, visit www.CWCWD.com.
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